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MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE AND BOTANICAL 
TRAVELS OF ANDRE MICHAUX,. BY D£- 

LEUZE. 

Continued fiom No. XXIV, p. 42. 

iN the following autumn Michaux 
formed the design ot visiting Spanish 
Florida, and, having obtained pass- 
ports from Senior Lespedez, the Spa- 
nish governor, proceeded to St. Au- 
gustus where he ai rived m Februaiy 
1788, with his son, and a negro who 
was particularly attached to him. 
The governor, to whom he was an- 
nounced as a botanist travelling for 
instruction in his science, did not 
however give him his permission to 

{>enetrate into the country without a 
ong examination ; but a tew days 
after, having learnt that, on the coveis 
of letters sent to Michaux from Charles- 
town, he was styled botanist to the 
king of France, he treated bim 
with much respect, and offeied fam 
an escort for his excursions. 

We may readily suppose that this 
offer made no change in the plans of 
our traveller. He remained at St. 
Auguslin till the 12th of March, to 
explore the productions of the neigh- 
bourhood, and to acquire information 
respecting the interior of the country, 
which is at present absolutely unin- 
habited. Having hired a guide, he 
repaired to the mouth of the 1 oma- 
co, where he bought one ot the ca- 
noes used m the navigation of thdse 
rivers. These canoes, formed of the 
hollowed trunk of the Cupressus disti- 
chu, are twenty-two feet in length; 
but they are scaicely three feet round 
the bottom, and only two and a half 
in depth. Two persons cannot sit 
abreast in them, but one seats him- 
self behind the other. Michaux, his 
sop, his negro, and their guide, were 
placed in this order in their long 
vessel, therestill remaining a large space 
for the reception of plants, 'lhey 
rowed by luins, and, thus mounting 
the river, explored the creeks. Mi- 
chaux keeping his eye upon the shore, 
when he saw an interesting spot, fasten- 
ed his canoe, landed, and made ex- 
cursions to a considerable distance. 

He was in a climate very different 
from those he had traversed the pre- 
ceding j ears. Here the orange- tree 
grew with scarcely any care, and 
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even the sugar-cane had been culti- 
vated some years bi-foie. But the 
voyage was not the less painful ; fre- 
quently in the creeks then' was not 
sufficient water to float the canoe, 
and they were then obliged to roll it 
along upon the trunks of trees, and 
to carry the baggage with which it 
was laden. He was compelled to live 
on fish, and the oranges tie found in. 
the woods, 'lhese oianges, though 
not sweet, never incommoded him. 
He aftei wards entered the river St. 
John, and in five days arrived in 
Lake St. George, into which there 
falls another small river, which he 
also ascended, not without being fie- 
quently compelled to roll the boat 
in the mannei before described. Thte 
river, which is very deep, and abound- 
ing with fish, piesents a singular 
phenomenon : its waters have a detes- 
table taste, are of the colour of brim- 
stone, and yet so clear, that the small- 
est branches of trees that have been 
sunk may be seen at the bottom, it 
uses in a lake in which there are 
vauous jets d'eau ot fifteen or eigh- 
teen inches. On its banks he found 
an Jlhctum with a yellow flower, the 
perfume of which was equal to that 
of the Chinese one, and which may 
be put to the same uses. 

This excursion occupied five weeks. 
In his journal he observes, that he 
found it very convenient and agieeable, 
because, not being compelled to re- 
sort to horses, he had no fear of his 
collections going astray. 1 his trait 
shows that he estimated fatigue as 
nothing. When he took his leave of 
the Spanish governor, he presented 
him with a box of seeds for the gar- 
den ot Madrid. He proceeded to Sa- 
vannah by the lakes, notwithstanding 
the danger of being attacked by the 
Cieek Indians, who weie at that time 
at war with the Anglo- Ameucans. 
From Savannah he letuined by 
sea to Charlestown. The Uhcium ar- 
rived in a healthy condition ; and 
this new species, pieterable to that 
found near Pensacola, was soon spread 
round the neighborhood. Michaux 
supposed, that, it it weie cultivated 
on a large scale in South CaioUna-, 
it would amount to no more in France 
than eighteen sous per pound. 
ft 
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Returned to his garden at Charles- 
tovift, he ennched it with new planta- 
tions, from which he sent Urge pack 
ages to France. He had established 
coriespondente in eveiy place that 
lie had visited, sending to the inha- 
bitants European seeds and plants in 
exchange foi such of the vegetable 
productions of the countiyas he chose; 
which he had pieviously pointed out 
to his agents, with directions for the 
proper season of gathering them. He 
tiavelled generally fiom the month 
of Apul to October; and during his 
absence two ^aidneis and a negro, 
whom he had instnicted in the ait, 
cultivated his garden, and carefully 
gathered his seeds. In wuner he made 
shoiter excursions, to collect a few 
young trtes, in places which be had 
noticed in the summer season. 

Although the temperature ot the Ba- 
hama Islands, and that of the Lu 
cayas, differ too much from ihat of 
Europe to admit of the naturaliza- 
tion of then productions in trance; 
the desire of giving a complete Flora 
ot North America, from the tiopic to 
Hudson's Bay, induced Michaux to 
vh>it them, liearuved at New Pro- 
vidence on the 26th of February 
1789, wheie he was well received by 
the governor of the colony, to whom 
he presented seeds lo be sent to bir 
Joseph Banks. In these isles he col- 
lected 680 trees and shrubs, and pre- 
vailed on the governor to introduce in 
tothemthecultuteol the vine and date, 
whicli from the natni e of the soil he 
saw would succeed theie, promising 
to send him some young plants of 
the date: and it will be readily sup- 
posed that he kept his word. He sent 
also young plants of the same to St. 
Augnstm, wbeie there had long been 
a female date foity feet high, which for 
want of a male could not bear fruit. 

On his- return to Charlestown on 
the first of May 1789, Michaux first 
learned the events which then agitated 
France. He now found gi sat difficulty 
in receiving the fur.ds necessary to bis 
expenses ; and supposing that he should 
soon be recalled, he seized the op- 
portunity to visit ti»e highest moun- 
tains of Carolina. Departing on the 
30th of May, he pioceeded to Mw- 
ganton, a village situated a hundred 
leagues from the coast, where he 
took, a guide, with whom he plunged 



into the forests. At several days' 
journey from every habitation of man, 
the guide, having thrown himself upon 
a bear which he had brought to the 
ground, was seveiely wounded, and 
was in danger of being killed. Mi- 
chaux takes this occasion to observe 
that in these solitudes it is essential 
to have two guides, there being vari- 
ous accidents by which one may pe- 
rish, and it would be almost a miracle 
for an Euiopean to find his way back 
alone. He cannot follow the bed of 
(he torrent, interrupted by piodigious 
fails, the banks of which aie preci- 
pices of rocks undermined by the 
waters, which giving way under the 
feet, piecipitate the tiaveller into the 
stream. If he climb a mountain to 
descry the nature of the country, he 
perceives nothing as far as the sight 
extends but the summits of similar 
mountains, with intervening plains, 
covered with Rhododendron, Kalmia, 
and Azalea ; above which, large trees, 
here and there, rear their lofty heads. 
These woods aie impenetrable to an 
European : the Indian alone is able 
to discover tucks; the former hav- 
ing no conception how he is to duect 
his course in these immense wilds. 

This excursion, which Michaux 
made with his son, occupied less time 
than he had dedicated to it ; for, the 
Indians having at that time a dispute 
with the inhabitants of Virginia, an 
European mcurted the hazard of being 
massacred. He therefore returned to 
New Yoik, and tliei.ee to Philadelphia 
and Chai lestown, where he arrived 
within five months- and a half from 
the time of bis departure. 

War being declared between France 
and England, his correspondence with 
Euiope was interrupted for two years, 
which tune lie employed in augment- 
ing his nurseries, and in natuializing 
several tiees of Asia, the seeds of 
which he bad procuied from Ameri- 
can captains trading to China, with 
a view to aecustoro the inhabitants 
to the culture of useful vegetable 
productions. Having got considerable 
quantities of guise"ng (Panax quinque 
Jnlium) he taught the inhabitants in 
What manner, and at what season to 
gather this valuable plant, inoiderto 
preserve the qualities for which it is 
so much esteemed m China: at last 
he communicated his various obser. 
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vatiom lo a society of agriculturists 
at Charlestown, of which he was ad- 
mitted a member. 

Mean time his finances diminished, 
and he was apprehensive of being 
obliged to quit America His mind 
had been long occupied with a pro- 
ject of infinite importance to science, 
which was to determine the native 
places of the various trees of North 
America; in what latitude they thrive 
the moit ; where they begin to lan- 
guish, tifl at length they disappear en- 
tirely ; and also, at what altitude on 
the mountains they will grow, and 
in what soil they flourish most. He 
considered the native country of a 
tree to be that where it multiplies 
most and grows to the greatest size. 
Thus he concluded that the tulip-tree is 
a native of Kentucky, since it there 
forms vast forests, grows to seven or 
eis>ht feet in diameter, and to one hun- 
dred and twenty feet in height, in 
a rich clayey soil that is never ^un- 
dated. Both in more elevated and 
lower situations, where the soil of 
course is of a different nature, these 
lr,-es oecome more rare and of smaller 
dimensions. 

It was with a design of thus tracing 
the botanfcal topography of North 
America that Michaux had visited the 
Floridas ; and lie now wished to pro- 
ceed northwards as far as Hudson's 
Bay, To execute this project he made 
use of his last means. He applied 
to merchants who had tbe utmost 
confidence in his. integrity, from 
whom fie procured the money neces- 
sary for his prupose, giving them bills pf 
exchange on persons at Parts, the mana- 
gers of his patrimony. 1 his journey was 
the longest and the most difficult that he 
had yet undertaken, but it was aisq 
of a nature to be the mpst useful. 
Having made a proper disposition tor 
tbe due care of his plantations at 
Cnarlestown, he departed on the 18 fh 
of April 1792, passed through iSew- 
York, and providing for the care of his 
gardens, proceeded by land to Que- 
bec, where he arrived on the 10th 
of June. 

At Quebec he collected information 
respecting the neighbourhood of Hud- 
son's bay, furnished himself with pro- 
visions and articles of barter; and; 



ascending the river of St Laurence, 
proceeded to Tadoussac, a miserable 
village, situated at the mouth of the 
river Saugetvpy, fifty leagues from 
Quebec, and a station to which the 
Indians bring their furs. At this place 
he bought two bark canoes. 

The Indians make these canoes with 
the bark of a sptcies of birch (Beiuia 
pwpyriftra Hort. Kew ) for which 
purpose they choose in tiie spring 
the largest and the firmest of these 
"trees, on the trunk of which they 
make two circular incisions at fonr 
or five feet distance, with a longitu- 
dinal incision on each side; and at 
the rise of tbe sap the bark is easily 
detached. The ribs are made witu 
thin strips of the white cedar (Cu- 
pressus thnuyoides) and the pieces of 
bark united by sewing them with an 
awl and the fibrous roots of the white fir 
{Abies alba) first boiled to take off 
the rind. The seams are then covered 
with the resin of the balm of Gilead 
fir (Abies balsamea) '1 hese canoes 
weigh about fitly pounds: they will 
hold four men and their baggage, and 
last a long time. When the Indians 
intend to proceed to a great distance 
in the chafe, they are accompanied 
by their wives, who carry the canoe 
trom one torrent lo another. 

Michaux took four Indians to ac- 
company him, and embarked upon 
the ChicoiiUume, in order to ascend 
lo Lake St. John. This river is ex- 
tremely rapid ; in some places broad, 
and in others very narrow. Prodigious 
rocks impede rts course ; and the 
country being excessively mountainous, 
it is otten precipitated in immense 
falls, in such places the canoe is 
carried, and the travellers climb the 
precipices on foot, often being com- 
pelled to go many hundred toises 
round. 

Af the end of six days navigation, 
Michaux entered Lake St. John, on 
the banks of whicn he collected a 
great miiuber oi plants. Here is the 
iast st.ition in those northern countries 
for carrying pn the fur trade. He 
afterwards proceeded up the river 
named Mistaken (although it does 
not come from tfie lake of that name) 
where he saw a waterfall, of which 
all the wonderful reports he had heard 
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had not given him any competent 
idea. The liver, divided into vanous 
branches, is in bieadth about two 
hundied toises, and is precipitated from 
a mounUin about two hundred and 
fifty toises in height. This mountain 
is in the form ot an amphitheatre, 
on the steps of which trees are seen 
through the arch of water foimed 
by the fall over their lofty heads. 
T he torrent 1 ushes down the steep 
with an awful sound, and breaking 
into myuads of particles, thevapouis 
rise like a cloud., wetting all the 
neighbourhood to a great distance. 
The torieut, repelled in its fall bj 
the opposite banks, forms swells, which 
between two rapid cunents coveted 
with foam, leave spaces in which 
the water is tranquil and navigable, 
through the windings of which the In- 
dians dexterously guide their canoes. 
Michaux speaks of their dexterity as 
inconceivable, but in our opinion his 
courage is more so: we tiemble m 
viewing him penetrate between the 
two aims of the cascade, to gather a 
few plants upon the locks, or silent 
stand in contemplation of the grandeur 
of, the scene. 

Ascending the liver, he found a 
cabin, in which he was well receiv- 
ed, and regaled with the boiled flesh 
oi the beaver and preserved cran- 
berries. It is in this deseit country 
that the beavers live in society. 
Their ingeniously constructed habi- 
tations, by their solidity, render the 
navigation of the river difficult. 1 he 
canoes must often be unladen, and 
carried over dykes which these ani- 
mals have constructed As man makes 
war upon them, they are no longer 
found but in the most northern and 
uninhabited countncs. 

After having traversed several moun- 
tains, the voids between winch are 
filled with stagnant walei s, Michaux, 
on the 3d of August, entered a small 
river which conducts into the Lake 
Mistassen. The weathei was now ex- 
cessively cold, with a fall of'snow ; not- 
witstanding which he continued his 
route, and on the 4th of September ar- 
rived on the lake After having explored 
the holders, he descended a riVer 
which empties itself into Hudson's 
bay. He fallowed its course during 



two days, and was at no considerable 
distance from the bay, when the In- 
dians, deeming it hazardous to ad- 
vance more towards the noith in that 
season, insisted positively on returning, 
declaring that, if the snow continued 
to tall, their retreat would become 
impracticable. 

Michaux had ascertained the posi- 
tion of the countries, and determined 
which weie the points {lie most ele- 
vated, and what was the communica- 
tion between the diffeient lakes and 
Hudson's bay He hdd exactly mark- 
ed at what latitude the trees ceased 
to grow. In these vast solitudes none 
but a dieary vegetation was found, 
consisting ot black and stunted pines, 
which bore their cones at four feet 
from the ground, dwarf bnch and 
sei vice trees, a cieeping juniper, the 
black cunant, the Liimcea borealis, 
Ledum, and some species of Puccinvwm : 
all the fine tiees which grow in the 
neighbouihood of Quebec had dis- 
appeaied. 

the leturn was difficult and pain- 
ful, from the swelling of thetonents. 
1 he Indians, however, descended 
with an inconceivable velocity, suc- 
cessfully conducting the canoe among 
the rocks ; but the morasses, across 
which it was necessaiy to cairy the 
canoe, weie an obstacle to be sur- 
mounted only by couiage and con- 
stancy, in these marshes, coveied 
with Sphagnum palmare, among which 
grow Ledum and Paccimum, our 
tiaveller sunk at every step to the 
knee, and was incessantly wet. As 
he was letuinmg, he met two com- 
panies of Indians, whom he attended 
to the chase. 

On the fiist of October Michaux 
arrived at 'I adoussac, where he took 
leave of the companions of his journey, 
who had rendered him all the services 
in then power with great zeal, and 
the most sciupulous honesty. 

I have otten heard Michaux say, 
that when the Indians of Canada ate 
not at war with the Amerrcan colonies, 
the traveller is sure of meeting with 
a favourable leception ; he neverthe- 
less shuns them, because he is exposed 
to be despoiled of his provisions when 
he meets them. It they have killed 
game, and aie at their repast, he 
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may sit down with them, vntnout 
»aymg a woid, and partake ot their 
tare ; but if they are themselves pi eas- 
ed with hungei, they will take the 
traveller's provisions without scruple, 
till they are satisfied, leaving him, 
however, what they do not eat. As 
they frequently pass many ciajs with- 
out nounshment, their meals aie longer, 
and moie abundan 1 " than those of 
Europeans. 'Ihe Indians of Canada, 
and those of the upper Mississippi, 
have a particular attachment to the 
French, whom they lecognise at the 
first glance. 

From Tadoussac, Michaux returned 
to Philadelphia, where he arrived on 
the 8th of December; having been 
ahseut from Charlestown for the space 
of eight months, of which time he 
had employed three months and eigh- 
teen- days in proceeding from Que- 
bec abdve Lake Mistassen, in the 
fifty-second degree of latitude, and 160 
leagues distance from every habitation. 

Shortly after his return he piesented 
to the Philosophical Society at Phi- 
ladelphia, the plan of an expedition, 
the object of which was to exploie 
the vast countries to the west ot the 
Mississippi, and to determine exactly 
the position of the ridge ol moun- 
tains which runs acioss New Meviso. 
He explained the advantages which 
the United States might acquire from 
such a journey, and his plan was ex- 
ceedingly well received by Mr. Jcf- 
feison. It was on the point of being 
executed; 5000 piasters (26000 livres) 
were ahead y subscribed, and eveiy 
arrangement was made when Citizen 
Genest, minister of the Fiench Re- 
public, aruvingat Philadelphia, claim- 
ed the sei vices of Michaux, and 
charged him with a negociation with 
an Ameucan genera!, an inhabitant of 
Kentucky, whither he was sent with 
the title of civil and political agent. 
As France was at that tune at war 
with Spain, a design was formed by 
(he French government to seize upon 
Louisiana, and Michaux was sent to 
the general, who was to command 
the troops, to concert with him the 
means of executing this plan. He 
was also commissioned to proceed to 
the borders of the Mississippi, to 
treat with the Indians, and engage 
them in the inteiests of France. 

This political employ was by no 



means suitable to the peaceable dis- 
position and puisuits of Michaux ; 
but he could not refuse his country 
the sei vices which she demanded of 
him. He theiefore departed on the 
15th of July 1793, passed the Alle- 
gany mountains, and descended the 
Ohio to Louisville. Three months 
after, aifans relatue to his mission 
compelled him to return to Philadel- 
phia. To take the shortest loute, 
which was necessaiy to his object, 
he was compelled to pass through 
Virginia, fiom which he was separated 
by vast forests inhabited only by 
savages, who attacked travelleis. lie 
traveised these deseils in company 
with a caravan of twelve people. 
After five dajs forced march the tioops 
sepaiated at Holston, and Michaux, 
accompanied by his guides, proceeded 
thence to Philadelphia in twenty four 
days, notwithstanding/ ihe ligour of 
the season, and the badness of the roads. 
He arrived at Philadelphia on the 
12th of December 1793, after a 
route of eight hundred leagues, 

He found M. Genest had been 
replaced by Fauchet, and that the 
question ot invading Louisiana wag 
no longer in agitation ; he determined 
therefoie to ictuin to Charlestown. 

In oidei toainve there at the com- 
mencement of the spring, and not 
lose the seed time, he departed from 
Philadelphia on the 9th of February 
1794. 'this journey he made by land 
in thnty six da)s, every wheie se- 
lecting all such naluial productions 
as weie remarkable. 

On the 14th of July following be 
again took his departme to visit the 
mteiior of Noith Carolina, and the 
highest of the Allegany mountains, 

Returning on the second of Oc< 
tober he occupied himself in gather- 
ing the autumnal plants, in cultivating 
his garden, and ai ranging the collec- 
tions he proposed to send to Fiance. 

His stay at Kentucky had been too 
short to allow him to avail himself 
of its vegeiable nches. He regretted 
that he hsd not been able to. follow 
the banks of the Mississippi, and to 
proceed to the country of the Illinois,; 
tor a distance of tour bundled leagues 
was nothing to him. By again pled g.- 
ing his property in France, be pio- 
cuied the means of making another 
excursion, which occupied nearly a 
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year, and the fruits of which were 
a great number of precious plants. 
I shall not attempt to describe the 
obstacles he had to surmount, or thead- 
venlures he encountered with the Indians. 
Lnough has alieacly been saicf to 
display his intiepidity, and his zeal 
tor the science; we will onlyobseive, 
that being perfectly acquainted w;ith 
the geogiaphy of the dilferent coun- 
tries, he went fiom tune to time to 
the Kuiopean establishments, situated 
on the banks of the rivers, leaving with 
them packages to be sent to his planU' 
tion, the expense of the carnage of 
which was repaid with an ample profit, 
when no accident prevented their 
auiving in due time. 

At his leturn to Charlestown, on the 
11th of Apul 17&6, he found his nur- 
seiy in the most flourishing condition. 
His plantations were extremely giand 
and showy, being composed not only of 
the finest trees ot the countiy, but 
of a beautiful collection ot Euiopean 
and Asiatic trees, which he had un- 
dertaken to natmalize in Ametica, in 
many of which his success was com- 
plete, such as the tallow tiee (Croton 
sebiferum L.) the scented olive (Oka 
Jragrans L. ) the silk tree (Mimosa 
Julibrissm) Stercuha platamjoha L ; 
the Pet sun pomegranate. His plan- 
tation now became every day more 
dear to him ; but he had exhausted 
his last lesources, and had no other 
means of livelihood left but eithei to 
engage himself in the service of a 
foreign government, or to sell a col- 
lection which he had destined to a- 
dorn and benefit his country. Averse 
to Doth these alternatives, he resolved 
to return to Fiance. 

He sailed fiom Chailestown on the 
27th Iheimiclor, in the fourth year 
(13th August 1796) 'I he voyage was 
not maiked with any misfortune till 
the I8tii Vendemiaire, when, the ves- 
sel being in sight ot the coast of 
Holland, a dreadful storm arose. 1 he 
sails weie toru to pieces, the masts ear- 
ned away, and the ship was wrecked 
on the rocks Both the trew and 
passengers being worn out with fa- 
tigue, the greater part would have 
perished but tor the exertions of the 
inhabitants of ligmondj a small village 
in the neighborhood. Michaux was 
lashed to cue ot the yards, and was 



insensible when he was carried to. the 
village. He did not return to him- 
self till many hours afterwards, when 
he found himself before a fire, with 
strange clothes on, and sui rounded by 
about fifty pet sons. His first thoughts 
were to inquire for his collection. 
When he learned that his trunks, 
containing his other effects, had been 
carried away by the waves, but that 
the cases which held his collection, 
being at the bottom of the hold, had 
been saved, he was at once easily 
consoled for his misfortune. Although, 
his health was by this time in a bad 
state, he was compelled to remain 
six weeks at Egmond, undergoing 
excessive fatigue night and day. His 
plants having been wet by the waves, 
lie was obliged to immerse them in 
flesh water, and then to dry them 
one after another in fresh paper. 

On the 5th Fiimaire (25th of 
November) he repaired to Amster- 
dam, where he was expected, and an 
order was given to the custom house 
to dispense with the ceiemony of in- 
specting his packages. Leaving this 
city on the 10th, lie arrived at Pans 
on the 3d Nivose, and on the 4th 
he paid a visit to the professors of 
the Museum. 

Being here received with the most 
flattering distinctions by men of science 
and learning, by the members of the 
government, and by the National In- 
stitute, of which he was an associated 
member, and having the happiness 
again to join his family and friends, 
alter an absence often years, acruej 
misfortune still embittered this en- 
joyment. Of more than sixty thousand 
trees which he had sent to France, a 
small number only lemained ; the fine 
plantations of Rambouillet having been 
laid waste dunng the lavages of the 
revolution. But calm being restored, 
and the return of strength gradually 
enabling him to re-commence h(s 
labours, he still consoled himself with 
the hope of lepairinghis losses. He 
began by placing in order the seeds 
collected in bis latter journeys, which 
he divided among M. Gels, M. le 
Mounter, and the Museum. 

^Je then requested the National In. 
stitule to make a report lespectinghis 
collections, and Messrs. Lacepede, Do- 
lomieu, Jussieu,a«d Cels, were charged 
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with this office : the two first on the 
subjects of zoology and mineralogy, 
and the other two on botany and 
agriculture. Finally he presented to 
the minister a memoir on the state 
in which he bad left his American 
nurseries, and solicited the means of 
rendering himself still more useful 
than he had ever been. During seven 
years he had received no part or his 
salary; the war having induced such 
heavy expenses, very small indemni- 
fication was granted to him, and the 
republic held itself fieed from tlie 
engagements of the ancient govern- 
ment, Foi the fast time in his life, 
Michaox now felt an inquietude res- 
pecting his private ciicumstances. Re- 
proaching himself with having con- 
sumed the fortune of his son, and 
never having entertained the wish of 
enriching himself, he now limited his 
desires to the recovery of the patri- 
mony he had sacrificed in -his public 
undertakings. Failing in these hopes, 
having in vain solicited a commission 
to return to America, and regarding 
it as a sacred duty to commence no 
new enterprise at his own expense, he 
was consumed by the most devouring 
chagrin; yet fiom the uncommon 
strength of his mind he did not per- 
mit himself to be entirely cast down, 
but gave himself up wholly to new 
labours; arranging the observations he 
had collected, pieparing his history 
of oaks, and collecting the materials 
of a North American Flora, he lived 
in the mean tune in Pans with the 
same simplicity as if he had still been 
among the Indians. 

At this tune, M. le Monnier being 
attacked with a malady which soon 
snatched him away from his friends 
and the sciences, Michaux quitted all 
his pursuits, to pass with him eveiy 
moment that he thought could be use- 
ful to him ', and after the death of 
this respectable friend and protector, 
he went to reside at his house, to 
assume the care of his gardens, and 
to render to his widow eveiy possible 
sen ice : and in these inestimable du- 
ties of gratitude and friendship he 
fjradually lost the remembrance of 
lis own particular misfortunes. 

His history of oaks was now print- 
ed, but the engravings were not 
finished, when it was proposed to 



Michaux to accompany Captain Bau- 
din in an expedition to New Holland. 
He would have pieterred returning 
to Amenca; but impossible as it was 
to undertake the voyage at his own 
expense, he consented to the proposal 
on this condition — that if, when he 
arnved at the Jsle of France, he 
should find that be could employ 
his time in a useful manner, he 
should not be compelled to pioceed 
further, lie departed with captain 
Baudm on the 27th Vendemiaire, and 
ai rived at the Isle of France on the 
25th Ventose. 

During the voyage, Ins companions 
strongly attached themselves to him ; 
his age and character procuring him 
a gieat ascendancy over the other 
naturalists : and their zeal was excited 
by each being eager to emulate him. 
The vessel having touched at Tene- 
riffe, he proceeded to botanize on 
the mountains, leturning late eveiy 
night, and always laden with seeds 
and plants In the isle of France he 
was delighted with the luxuriancy of 
the vegetation ; its productions ap- 
pearing to him to have a more mag- 
nificent an than either those of Persia 
or North America. He fiequently 
passed many <lajs in the woods with 
a smi$le negro, having no other nourish- 
ment than a little, biead, sleeping 
under the tiees, and never returning 
till he had made an abundant harvest. 
In all these excursions he carried 
with him seeds of plants and trees 
that he thought might be natuiahzed 
in the country. M. Deschamps, 
lately arrived hom the Isle of France, 
has lulonned ine that in botanizing 
on the mountains he found a gieat 
number of young oaks of several inches 
in height, which succeeded perfectly 
well, and which had been sown by 
Michaux. 

One day duting his absence, the 
door of his apartment was broken 
open, and a tnmdied piastres, together 
with a valuable ruby, which had been 
brought fiom 1'eit.ia, earned otf; 
dieading the loss of his time in fruit- 
less lesearches, he eniiiely abstained 
from all pursuit of the robbers, and 
was never even heaid to complaiy. 

He accepted, with all the frankness 
of his character, the olfers of friend- 
ship made hun by Dr. Sudman, a 
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learned naturalist, and by M. Martin 
rfe Montcamp, whose fellow tiaveller 
be had been in the deseits of Arabia. 
The latter invited him to reside at 
his plantation, and gave him a piece 
ot ground, and a negro to assist him. 
In a short time Michaux's ground 
was planted with the most cunous 
productions of the island. It was ac- 
cessary thus to raise them in a nur- 
sery, lo send them afteiwaids to* the 
Museum. 

Six months had now elapsed since 
his landing in the Isle of France, and 
captain Baudm was prepaimg to sail 
for New Holland, bul Michaux, who 
bad made inquiries respecting Mada- 
gascar, felt an eager desire to visit 
that island. He conclude* . that the 
number of botanists belonging to 
Baudm's expedition being consideia- 
ble, he might make himself moie use- 
ful in exploring a country not so far 
removed from France, whose pioduc- 
tions are not more known to us than 
those of New Holland. But as he 
conceived that, by communicating his 
project, some of the persons belonging 
to the expedition might wish to remain 
■with him, hekepthissecrettill the even- 
ing before the departure ot the vessel, 
although- m taking so little time he 
incuired the hazard of losing part of 
his effects. 

He took leave of Captain Baudm, pro- 
rivsing to furnish him at his return 
with a rich collection. He wrote to 
Pans, to the minister of the intenor, 
to acquaint him with the motives of 
his 9tay ; addressed to a member of 
the .National Institute instiuciions, 
very minutely detailed, respecting the 
culture of the colony, and die means 
of rendering it flounshing, and at the 
same time wrote to his brother and 
son, to request the things that wete 
netessaiy to the execution of his 
project. 

M. Bory St. Vincent, with whom 
he had formed a stnct friendship du- 
ung the voyage, and who had also 
remained in the Isle ot France, de- 
parting for the Isle of Bdurbon with a 
de~is»n of studying its natural history, 
Michaux requested him to send him 
all the seeds and plants he could ga- 
ther. M. Bory faithfully executed tins 
commission ; and on touching at the 
Isle of Fiance, <on his return to Eu« 



rope, he found the plants which had 
been laised from those he had Sent 
to Michaux, iti the finest condition, 

Michaux being at that time on the 
point cf going to Madagascar, he de- 
veloped to M. Bory the details of 
his i.ew project. He had learnt that 
Madagascat is inhabited by three ra- 
ces of men: on the western coast the 
inhabitants aie negioes; on the north 
and ea»l they aie Aiabs, who ai rived 
there about 300 years since; and, in 
the interior, a people considerably 
civilued, living indei a regular go- 
vernment, possessing aits, and desi- 
rous of acquuing knowledge, and hos- 
pitable, although diffident of dangers, 
ft "was among the latter people that 
he wished to establish himself, and wa» 
persuaded he should be well teceivecl 
uy them ; he proposed to introduce 
among them the culture of Euiopean 
vegetables and fruits, and to raise in his 
own nurseries young plants which he 
meant to send to the Isle of France, 
wheie they would be preserved till 
occasion offered to send them to Paris. 

H. ving established the means of 
correspondence with the Isle ot France, 
he departed for Madagascar toward 
the end of Piauia), and land- 
ed on the eastern coast of the island, 
whim he explored tor the space of 
twenty leagues. Having- found in the 
neighbourhood of Tamaiada a spot 
favourable for establishing a gaiden, 
he began to clear it; but the inhabi- 
tants whom he employed in this la- 
bour pioceeding too slowly for bis 
aieiour, he set them an example, by 
beginning to woik at the dawn of 
day, and never quitting his woik till 
after sunset. 

lhe soil being prepared, he planted 
it with whatevei he <ould gather 
in his excuuions. His fi lends know- 
ing the danger of the climate, had 
wished fo turn him from this project ; 
they had, above all things, recom- 
mended him to avoid too much fatigue, 
and not to dwell in the plains m the 
neighbourhood of the sea ; but being 
persuaded that he had acquued a 
temperament that could resist any cli- 
mate, he would never subject him- 
self to, any piecauiions. 

His health was not affected during 
the first lbree months; but Jn lhe 
commencement of Fnmaure, in, the 
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year eleven, as he was preparing to 
depart for the interior of the island, 
according to his original plan, he 
caught the fever of the country, of 
winch he expired on the second at 
tack. 

In a few days Michaux would have 
arrived in the mountains, where the 
air is salubrious ; and as ne was vet in 
the vigeur of his age, he might for ten 
years or more have been the benefactor 
o( the people, among whom he went 
to seek for vegetable productions pro- 
per to enrich his country. In every 
country which he had visited, he lett 
friends from whom the news of his 
death will receive the tribute of teats, 
and his name will be the longer remem- 
bered, because every where he em- 
ployed himself in rendering sei vices, 
the evidence of which wilt ever exist, 
and be ever renewed. In all the coun- 
tries from Florida to Canada, he had 
introduced new vegetables, plants, and 
trees; and the tiaveller cannot pene- 
trate into Persia, Africa, or the Vost 
continent of North America, without 
finding some family that will say: — 
" These are trees that we owe to Andre 
Michaux.'' 

In France, the gardens of the Mu- 
seum, those of M. de Cels, M. le 
Monnier, aitd several other amateuis, 
possess a number of plants for which 
they are indebted to his labours; but 
what is of infinitely more importance 
is, that he has spread generally among 
our nurseries a variety of foreign trees, 
which were known indeed, but were 
found only few in number, in the gar- 
dens of the curious. They are at pre- 
sent multiplied to a great extent, and 
in the soil of France, where they may 
succeed in the open ground, will soon 
form a great and new object of wealth. 
Of this number is a species of walnut 
(Juglans Pecan Ait.) the wood of 
which is extremely fine for furniture, 
whilst its nut produces an excellent 
oil, ths deciduous cypress {Cupressus 
daiicha L.) wlu«h succeeds so well 
upon inundated giounds, where other 
tieesdonot thrive, aud which ts em- 
ployed for various purposes ; a new 
species of Tupelo (Nyssa larohmana 
Lamarck) veiy excellent for the naves 
ot wheels ; the oak ,(&uercus tmctaria 
Rut.) so much in lequest for tanning 
and dyemg; the green oak of Carolina 
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(Suercus virens Ait.) which grows 
rapidly on the sandy shores exposed 
to the stormy winds fiom the ocean, 
where scarcely any other tree can 
exist, and wiiose wood is excellent 
for the building of ships; the wax-tree 
of Pennsylvania, that might be used 
to clothe the marshy lands in the neigh- 
borhood of Bourdeaux ; ash, maples, 
tulip trees, &c. w Inch in cei tain grounds 
are preferable to our native trees of 
the same kind, both as to their beauty 
and the various uses in which they may 
be employed ; and also various plants, 
the objects ot commerce, such as the 
aniseed tree and the jalap The last 
of these is found in Caiolma ; but he 
also 'eared it in his gaiden, and his 
son aftei wards brought u to the Mu- 
seum, where it has been ascertained to 
be the same as that of Vet a Cruz, 
which will stand the winters of the 
southern departments of France. 

A constitution naturally robust, A 
state of health which had never been, 
enfeebled, and the habit of relying oa 
himself for the supply of all his wants, 
gave Michaux a gieat Confidence in 
his own powers. At fifty-two years of 
•age he was even unconscious that his 
pnysical stiength must have been di» 
minished. Still occupied with the de- 
sign of his voyage to America, he had 
airanged the plan in all its details, 
the execution of »hich would have 
required ten yeats inoieof labour and, 
fatigue. It was not till he should have 
exploied all the countries., situated to 
the west of the Apalachian mountains, 
from Mexico to the countiy of the 
Esquimaux, and shoxtld Have establish- 
ed communications between the United 
States and the various tribes dispersed 
in those immense regions as well as 
between Ameuca and Europe, that he 
proposed to return to France 

It would be difficult to find a tra- 
veller who would not be tenified at 
the mention of such an euterpuse; but 
Michaux was accustomed to live among 
the Indians, lie was acquainted with 
iitek vauous languages, and was known 
in the most remote distucts of North 
America. 

His son being employed hy the go- 
vernment to send liom Chailestown 
the trees and plants which lemained 
in his nurseries, and aftei wards to dis- 
pose of the ground, availed himself of 
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»ome months he had to spare, to visit 
Kentucky and Tennassee, countries oi 
which his father had often spoken to 
hint with enthusiasm. He penetiated 
300 leagues into tne countries beyond 
the Allegany mountains, and descended 
the Ohio. The habitations are widely 
scattered,, hut as soon as he named 
dimsejl; the savages gave him the most 
fiiendly reception, and would go to 
seek people who bad know.n his iaiher, 
and who, having recened from him 
either seed or instiuctious m agricul- 
ture, blessed his memoiy, and otfeied 
then prayers for his return. 

Micbaux, though ot a silent turn, 
was of a frank temper, he made (e* 
ptofessious of friendship ; but wheie he 
could do a service to any one, he re- 
gaided no tiouble. In his excuisioi.s 
in Ameiica having met with sevetal 
Frenchmen in distress, he opened bis 
purse to them, and piocuied them 
other assistance. Many proofs of this 
were found in the accounts of his ex- 
penses; but the names of those he 
had assisted were not mentioned His 
extieme simplicity, and the lo\e and 
habit of independence, which had be 
come familial to him in blswandeimg 
and solitary 'hie, gave a singularity to 
his manneis and appearance , but in 
this a desire ot making himself noticed 
had no share. His manners weie not 
those of any particular country, but 
equally suitable to al] : appearing 
neither like a Frenchman, Englishman, 
01 Canadian, wt.eiever he went he was 
found more to tesemhle the natives 
tliran any other foreigner. 

in conversation he took - little shaie, 
for he neither talked of nor -likened 
to any thing that was not useful. 
When be passed tin o ugh a town, he 
visited the nvaikets, to inform himself 
of the vanous paits whence the pio> 
dirctions came. In the fields he m 
terrogated the inhabitants lespecting 
the details of then mode -of tuhuie. 
In fine, to an -activity which never 
permitted him to lose a single mo- 
ment, he united a perseverance which 
was nevet discouraged. 

iiis moral qualities weje so well 
known, that when he was sent to Ame- 
rica, after his salary was fixed, he 
teceived unlimited letters of credit 
on the towns through which he had to 
pass, to furnish him with such sums 



as might benpeessaiy for the colle"c- 
tson, he thought proper to make, and lor 
the expenses ot his travelling. His 
bare leceipt was every wheie a bill 
of exchange, which, the- government 
engaged to honour. Micbaux only 
made use of ilus power for the pre- 
cise object to which it was destined, 
never appropriating it to pay himself 
any pait of the arreaisof his salaiy. 
Under such urcumstames he couid 
leave hrs son but a very small pait 
of his pateina) foilune. But this 
young man iiibeiits a venerated name; 
knowledge acquired by his labours - 
and tiaveis in compaii) with his father, 
and tne strongest-title to the counte- 
nance and protection of government. 

Michaux has left few works, for 
being almost incessantly employed in 
travelling, he had little time to anange 
his obaeivations; and he thought it 
more useful to introduce new vege- 
table productions mto Eui ope, than to 
descnbe them. We have, however, 
from his pen, first, a History of North 
Ameiican Oaks, written in French, 
and preceded by an intioduction con- 
taining cuiious remaiks on the oak 
m general. It gives the desciiption 
and figures ot iwenty species and sever- 
al varieties, ananged in a methodical 
older, according lo the form ot the 
leaves and the annual 01 biennial 
frut lification. Nothing that concerns 
the cultivation of the oak is omitted, 
and the v^i.ous pans ot Frame, in 
which each species may be advan- 
tageously naturalized, are caietully 
pointed out in it. 

Second!), a Memoir on the Date, 
■with obse.vations on tne means of im- 
proving agiiouiluie in the western 
colonies, bv mtioducing vanous tiees 
fi om the old continent, (bee the Jour- 
nal de Physique, Ftartal, an &). 

1 bird, a Nonh American Flora ; pub- 
lished since his Uepaituie, from his 
notes and heibal. ) his 1'lora, written, 
in Latin, and enriched with fifty one 
engravings, presents the characters of 
more than 1700 planu, among which 
there are about loity new species. 
What leucteis this work extiemely 
precious is, the exact indication of 
all local encumstanres. Inloimnig the 
leader at what latitude, to what degiee 
©f elevation, and in what soil the various 
plants are found, lie acquaints them not 
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oulj where they grow naturally, but also 
in what climate arid soil 'they may be 
cultivated with success. 

The administration or the Museum 
justly appreciating sei vices which An- 
dre' Michaux lus rendeied to the sci- 
ence of natural lustoiy, and especially 



to that establishment, has decreed that 
his bust shall be placed on the jufmte 
of the temperate gieen-house, with 
those ot Commerson, de Dombey, 
and other traveller, by whom its col- 
lections have been emiched. 



DE fACli ED A NECDOTES, 



Al,F&TO AND CHARLEMAGNE. 

THE following pictuie ot these two 
great moharchs, drawn by the 
hand of a frenchman, will probably 
be the more inteiestmg on this ac- 
count to the English reader. 

In the feudal ages two great men 
adorned the throne, Alfred and Chaile- 
niagiie. 

'i he former of these, the wiser, and 
pethaps too the greater man, was 
contented with re-conquering the do- 
minions of his forefathers , foi he 
thought the charge of the smallest 
state suffi< lent to fiud employment 
for the gieatest genius. Me was the 
legislatoi , ami in some sort the crea - - 
tor of his kingdom, Rome, which 
he had seen in his youth, andwheie 
the fine arts still exhibited some traces 
of grandeur, left in his mind profound 
and usedil leinembrances. lie knew 
every thing, that was to be known 
in his age ; -yet his natural endow- 
ments far exceeded thos-e he had ac- 
tju'ued. Superior to all his contempo- 
raries in the extent of Ins conceptions, 
it he did not abolish slaveiy, he 
paved the way for liberty by pro* 
tecting laws. He ordained, that the 
accused should be judged by his e- 
quals, an act ot sublime foresight, 
capable itself of rendering his name 
immortal. There are institutions, the 
importance of which is unpeicetvt-d 
by the vulgar, and which great minds 
alone can appieciate: they appear to 
have but a slight, and scarcely per- 
ceptible influence, but in the course 
of time they produce the happiest le- 
sults. Plants that attain at their birth 
all the beauty ot which they are 
susceptible, often fade the day they 
were called into existence; but the 
oak, the pride of our forests, that 
lees many generations pajss away, 



while it retains the vigour of youth, 
uses by slow gradations. That trial 
by juiy, which Alfred adopted, if he 
did not cieate, gave the English people 
notions. ot natuial justice; habituated 
their minds to the discussion and ex- 
amination of their dealest concerns ; 
and rendeied them in the end capable 
of ex'toiting fiom John that gieat 
charter, which may be consideied a? 
the foundation stone of their consti- 
tution, and the certain, though remote 
cause of their insurrections against 
tyianny, of those laws that stamp le- 
gitimacy on their pride, and have pro- 
em ed them two centunes of eneigy 
and glory. 

The career of Charlemagne was 
moie bnlliant. The extent of Ivs 
conquests, the constant success of his 
aims, the giandeur of his piojects, 
ci own his name not only with dazzling 
illusions, but with solid lustre. He 
was gieat, when he consulted the 
will of the public in the Champ de 
Mars: but he thought not of creating 
a people, oj durst not make the at- 
tempt lie rendeied sacrrd the feudal 
system by £lie most imposing actions : 
and aftei his death, the nobles and 
the cleigy, whom, his genius alone 
could lestiain, became the scouiges 
of the nation, and the tyiants ot his 
weak success. >rs Eew men however 
rise completely above the age in which 
they live: modern histoiy abounds 
with hriiics; but it exhibit? lew ol 
those b»ld retm mers, who bea,i clown, 
eveiy obstacle to the happiness p( 
mankind, and by the lapidity pf their 
progiess, and st length ot their genjus, 
outstrip the slow and timid course of 
reason in the mass of the people. 

DEBASING EFFECTS OF THE PRtSENT 
SYSTEM OF GAOLS ON THEIR INMATtS, 

A number ot convicts under sen- 



